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RE:

Lorain County Traffic Fatalities Update 
Lorain County (June 3, 2010) --   The Lorain County Safe Community Coalition releases a summary of the 2010 traffic related fatalities that have occurred in Lorain County through June 1, 2010.  Lt. Travis Hughes Commander of the Ohio State Highway Patrol Elyria Post and member of the Lorain County Safe Community Coalition's Fatality Review Committee has announced the following fatal crash statistics:   

· 3 people have been killed in fatal crashes in Lorain County this year:

· Of the 3 fatal crashes, 1 has been confirmed as alcohol related, with 1 case pending test results.
· Of the 3 deaths, 1 person was not wearing their seat belt.
 

Lt. Hughes stated that, “Our mission is to save lives. Through education and enforcement regarding buckling up, alcohol and drug use, speeding and distracted driving we can help prevent crashes.”  He added, “However, drivers and passengers must be responsible.  Roadway safety starts with them.”  Lt. Hughes stated that, “Compared to this time last year [2009], we have had fewer deaths due to traffic crashes.  There were 7 fatal crashes with 10 people killed by the start of June in 2009.”
 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect drivers and their passengers in reducing fatalities due to motor vehicle crashes.  Research has shown that when lap and shoulder belts are used properly, the risk of fatal injury to front-seat passenger car occupants is reduced by 45 percent, and the risk of moderate to serious injury is reduced by 50 percent. 

 

For more information on the Coalition, and for traffic safety resources, including seat belt use, decreasing impaired driving and motorcycle safety please visit www.loraincountysafecommunity.com. 

# # # 
The Lorain County Safe Community Coalition is a group of concerned citizens, government officials, business leaders, law enforcement officers, educators, students, civic leaders, engineers, emergency personnel and medical/health professionals, that have joined together to lead Lorain County in efforts to create a safe community. The Lorain County Safe Community Coalition is partially funded by the Ohio Department of Public Safety. The Coalition is conducted through the Lorain County General Health District. For more information, contact the health district office: 440-322-6367, or visit www.loraincountysafecommunity.com.   

